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8 May 1964

Congressman Leslie C. Arends
Office of the Minority Whip
4815 Dexter Btreat
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Arends,

Many thanks for taking the trouble to reply to
my letter concerning your speech about the CIA. , :

By now, although the book, THE BAY OF PIGE, 1is
technically not released until May 18, the press has taken up
the subject with considerable fervor. For your informstioa I
enclose s copy of a review to appear in the "Saturday Review”
of May 17. It reflects the resctiocuns wvhich have already ap-
peared {n the Scripps-Howard and Hearnt papers and also of the
Weshington Star, Washington Post, Bew York Nesald Tribune, and
many others we have seen {n advance. The Mew York Times, we
hear, is to give it a front page reviow in its Sunday, May 17,
Book Review. Both msjor wire services are doing similar stor-
fes. I hope you have had time to read at least the parts of the
book pertinent to the CIA debate.

As to your points concerning the existing congres-
sional committees cognizant of the CIiA, I cits the evidence in
the book--and now sccepted by the respounsible press-~-as indicat-
ing that more is needed tham am occasional briefing eand review
before & scattering of committees who meet infrequently and
which have shown & marked fear of clansified information. Aa
organization capable of and willing to seand the United States to
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Congressmsa Arends ‘ ‘ Imm

war without consultstion with its President et its 01:“
(vith whatever good imtentions and mo metter that the .
chiefs in Washington msay not have kncwa about what wes goiag

on in Custemsls) must be supervised by the representitives of
the people. Mare briefing is patently imsufficieat.

As for the CIA's silence wpon being shown proefs
of the book well im advance it is difficelt to accept their
"no commant” position as being simply & stasdard procedure com-
cerning snythiag published about them. The book had mot thea 4 "
been published snd was mot joing to be fér meay Hbiths. !t"ﬂ' e T
was shown them with the full imteatiom of correctiom sy exgers
they might poiat out snd priatiag their rebuttals {f they seemed
valid. In other words, the CIA had ua epportunity to prevext the
publication of this evidencs, 1f 1ic should prove mot valid. It
refused to take the opportunity. Owe womnders why.

Sincorely,

Bric Y. Swensen
Vice President &
Exscutive Bditer
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